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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/22/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 39, 43 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 39, this claim is found to be vague and indefinite because it 
is unclear as to what further structural limitation is being set forth. The reference to "the 
vessel" in the body of the claim is improper because it is an attempt to define the 
invention by itself, when only claimed structural elements should be used as such. 
Clarification is required. 

With respect to claim 43, "the first accommodating section" lacks proper 
antecedent basis. 
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With respect to claim 48, this claim is found to be vague and indefinite because it 
is unclear as to what actual structural limitations are being set forth. Clarification is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 35-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Biermaier U.S. patent No. 5,288,467. 

Biermaier teaches means for sterilizing endoscopes including tray means for 
receipt of a portion of the endoscope formed with a cylindrical protective section to 
receive the flexible insertion portion of the endoscope and a protective containment 
section (43) for the operating head thereof which functions as a lid means for the 
section receiving the flexible portion of the endoscope. The transition between the two 
sections is cylindrical and flexible for the passage of the flexible portion of the 
endoscope therethrough. The entire housing is also closed with lid means. See 
particularly Fig. 1 and column 4. 

Claims 35-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Wassenburg EPO 271 , 1 57. 

Wassenburg teaches means to contain and sterilize an endoscope wherein 
tubular vessel means are provided to accommodate the flexible portion of the 
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endoscope, and a separate detachable section is provided for containing the operating 
head of the scope with means therein to support the head. The transition between the 
two sections is provided with a flexible, cylindrical o-ring means. The section containing 
the head is configured as a lid closing the section supporting the flexible portion and a 
second lid means is provided closing the entire container. See particularly Figs 3-6 and 
column 8, line 42 through column 9, line 30. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 35-49 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krisanne Jastrzab whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1279. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 6:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571 -272-1214. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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